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TRAINED GUIDE DOGS - SUGGESTED GUIDELINES





The only dogs allowed in the hospital are trained guide dogs.�


They are not allowed in if they are unwell in any way.�


They should be allowed into all areas accessible to the general public, including the restaurant and the ward nurses station.�


If visiting a ward, the owner must first ask the sister or nurse in charge about the possibility of visiting a patient.�


Petting and playing with the guide dog by hospital personnel or patients should be prohibited.�


After settling their dog, the owner should wash their hands before coming into direct contact with patients.�


Visiting should be restricted in the following circumstances:-





-	ITU, CCU and Special Care Unit


-	Isolated patients (both barrier nursing or protective isolation)


-	Near to a patient with a dog allergy or a confused patient who may be distressed.


-	Immunocompromised patients or a patient in the immediate location who is 	immunocompromised.


-	The patient(s) in the location is/are psychotic, hallucinating or confused or has an 		altered perception of reality and is not amenable to rational explanation.








Dogs should defecate outside the hospital.�


Dogs should never be fed in the hospital.























Reference:  Adapted from “Hospital Epidimiology and Infection Control” (ED: Glen Mayhall; Publisher Williams & Williams Page 1114).	
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